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February 05/ 2002 

RELEASED IN PART 
Bl, 1.4(D) 



1. <SBO) SUMMAEY : Venezuelans expressed themselves 
differently during tba tenth anniversary of President 
Chavez's failed coup etteapt on February 4; Chavez 
supporter* wore red and attended a boisterous rally beaded 
by their beloved leader; Chaves opponents More black, 
attended memorial masses, and, of course, banged on pocs 
and pans, Chavez announced that a military coup 'won't be 
able to overturn ao."/ 



SOHKARY. 



THE RED AMD THS BLACK 



2. (Ul President Chavez headed a day's worth of ceremonies 
on February 4 to celebrate the tenth anniversary of his 
failed coup attempt, which he claims 'aa "the founding 
anniversary* of hia Bolivar Ian Republic. In the evening, 

hie red -clad followers filled the Bl Froceres 

Boulevard near cue ruerte Tiuna nilitary base for the usual 
boisterous rally. During the speechifying, militant 
Chavista Freddy Beraal announced < "To those that say we are 
Talibanea, we answer no, because the Taliban surrendered, 
and the Bolivar ian People will never surrender.'' At a 

■press conference, Chaves likewise threw down the gauntlet 1 
"A nilitary coup will sever overturn me." 

3. (01 Chavez's evening cadena was unconpronising -and ■ 
included warnings, instructions, and denunciations of all 
tbe usual suspects: 

--The media were warned to stop printing lies; 

—Tbe "Bscualidoe" were warned to stop believing tbeir own 
lies; 

•-The Bolivarian people were told not to buy a single copy 
of El Nacional or Bl Universal until those papers corrected 
themselves and shifted to constructive criticism; 

--The bishops of tbe Catholic Church, and specifically 
Cardinal Velasco, were warned to return to Cod and join the 
people in the streets; 

--Bx- President Carloe Andres Peres (not mentioned by nam) 
was to return to Venezuela to face judgment ,- 

•-Overseas interests were to cease funding Pedecamaras. 



♦ . <BJ Meanwhile, Chaves's [ 



opponents 

wore elegant black— or, in some cases, tee shirts with the 
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logo »I an an "B»cualido 1 *--*nd treated February 4 as a day 
of mourning. A mass at Che Caracas Cathedral commemorated 
those killed in the coop attempt. As usual, pot banging by 
anti-Cbavistas accompanied Chavez 's apeech. 

s. (U» Alter Chavez finished his cadena, Oloboviiion cut 
to a tape, recorded at 10 PH. of deBonetratora conducting a 
cacerolazo at ha. Casona, the Presidential residence. The 
crowd van in the parking lot, knocking on the protocol 
entrance of the palace. Although there were at least 
dot earn of people on hand, it was impossible to make any 
accurate estimate of their numbers. . 



Krinak. 



Additional Addressees i 



AMEHBASSY BOGOTA 
AMEKBASSY BRASILIA 
AMEHBASSY aEOROETOHH 
AKKKBASSY LIMA 
AMSMBASSY LA PAZ 
AMSMBASSY QUITO 
USINT HAVANA 

Distribution: 



TBD283S 
ACTION IMR-00 



INTO 



LOG-00 
EB-00 
HSAE-00 
WFAT-00 



HP-00 
FAAB-00 
PM-00 
SAS-OO 



ACQ-00 
UTED-00 
ACE- 00 
/003W 



DODE-00 

vc-oo 

TBST-00 



DOTE-00 
(-00 
00 



WHA-00 
VC8-00 
DSCC-00 



R 0531012 FEB 02 

FM AMSMBASSY CARACAS 

TO SSCSTATE HASHDC 4720 

INFO CIA WASHDC 

DIA WASHDC 

NSC WASHDC 

USCINCSO MIAMI FL 



-627B34 0521022 /38 
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AMEHBASSY BOGOTA. 
AMEHBASSY BRASILIA 
AMEHBASSY QBORQKTONN 
AMEHBASSY LIMA 
AMEHBASSY LA PAZ 
AMEHBASSY QUITO 
USIHT HAVANA 

UK CIAS CARACAS 000314 



INR FOR COZART 

HSC TOR AMBASSADOR HAISTO 

USCINCSO FOR POLAD 

SBHSITIVB 

E.O. 1295*: H/A 
TAOS: PREL, POOV, VS 

SUBJ: A DAY OF CBLSBRATIOH. AND MOURNING 
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